For Immediate Release 
MIDDLE EAST EXPERTS TO 

SPEAK AT ST. BONAVENTURE

ST. BONAVENTURE, N.Y., Jan. 8, 2003 — As our nation stands on the brink of war, St. Bonaventure University plans to bring two military experts to the area later this month to talk about the current standoff between the United States and Iraq. 

On Wednesday, Jan. 29, Dr. Stephen Pelletiere will present “The Persian Gulf on the Brink.”  On Thursday, Jan. 30, Dr. Douglas Rokke will present “American Soldiers in Iraq: The New Warfare.”  

The lectures are sponsored by the St. Bonaventure University Visiting Scholars Program, the Department of Political Science, the Center for Non-Violence, and the Olean Area Coalition for Peace and Justice.

Prior to his recent retirement, Pelletiere was senior professor of National Security Affairs at the U.S. Army War College, where he spent 13 years teaching Army officers about the Middle East. Before that, he served five years as the CIA’s senior political analyst monitoring the Iran-Iraq war. 

Pelletiere earned his Ph.D. in political science from the University of California at Berkeley.  He has published three books on the Middle East, including “The Kurds: An Unstable Element in the Persian Gulf and Iraq” and “The International Oil System: Why America Went to War in the Persian Gulf.” He is currently working on a book on the Afghan war.

Rokke served for several years as the director of the U.S. Army’s depleted uranium weapons program that played a key role in the ground operations of the Gulf War in 1991. He also wrote the Army’s manual for training soldiers in proper battlefield responses to biological and chemical warfare and taught radiation safety courses to American soldiers.  Trained as a physicist, Rokke has published scores of professional articles in his areas of expertise.

(more)

Most recently Rokke has served as a private consultant and technical adviser to a variety of governmental and non-governmental organizations on the hazards of biochemical weapons.  He has lectured extensively around the globe and has been appeared on a wide variety of news and media programs.

“These lectures will give the people in our area a chance to hear what some of our leading military experts are saying about the dangers associated with the impending war on Iraq,” said Dr. Chris Stanley, Associate Professor of Theology at St.Bonaventure and one of the leaders of the Olean Area Coalition for Peace and Justice.

Both lectures will begin at 7 p.m. in the Dresser Auditorium of the John J. Murphy Professional Building, located on the west side of the SBU campus.  The lectures, free and open to the public, will include time for questions.

The Olean Area Coalition for Peace and Justice is a new group that seeks to provide a forum for people concerned about the rush to war with Iraq and the erosion of civil liberties that has resulted from the “war on terrorism.”  For more information, contact Dr.Chris Stanley at 372-4232 (cstanley@sbu.edu) or Dr. Barry Gan at 375-2278 (bgan@sbu.edu).

______________

About the University: St. Bonaventure is the nation’s premier Franciscan university and ranks 23rd (out of more than 150 institutions) in U.S. News & World Report’s college ranking of Northern Universities – Master’s. It has a history of accomplishment and service that extends back nearly 150 years. At the heart of St. Bonaventure University is the Franciscan affirmation of the dignity and worth of the entire created order. Fundamental to this vision is an awareness that it is within relationships and community that individuals discover and develop their potential.

