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NATIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION

“FACES of IRAQ,” openS friday in BUFFALO
Program unveils faces of Iraq and its people unknown to most Americans
BUFFALO, N.Y. – “Faces of Iraq,” a national traveling exhibition featuring 55 photographs of Iraq and its people taken by seven American photographers. will be presented May 2-10 in the CEPA Gallery, Market Arcade Building, 617 Main St., Buffalo.


The exhibit features color and black and white photographs taken by seven American photographers between 1998 and 2002 that organizers say, “depict the humanity and diversity of the Iraqi people.”  They developed it, they say, to help create a more complex and realistic understanding of Iraq for the U.S. public, especially given the little-understood consequences of invasion and occupation by U.S. forces. 
The exhibition open Friday, May 2 with a reception from 4-8 p.m. featuring a 6:30 talk by William Marx, former president of the Buffalo Area Chamber of Commerce and volunteer coordinator for Pax Christi WNY, who was part of a 15-member “Christian peacemaker” delegation that visited Iraq in February.

It will continue May 3, noon-4 p.m., and May 5-9, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and will close with a reception on Saturday, May 10. 
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 The gallery will also open upon request for private group groups. For information on evening events and private showings, contact James O. Whitlock, 698-1232 or whitlock@BuffaloPeacePeople.org 
The exhibition was organized by the Education for Peace in Iraq Center (EPIC), a national not-for-profit humanitarian organization dedicated to improving living conditions in Iraq and defending the human rights of the Iraqi people. 

 It is sponsored here by the Buffalo Peace People Organizers' Network in collaboration with the CEPA Gallery, HAG Theatre, Righteous Babe Records, the Green Party of Erie County and the Riverside-Salem United Church of Christ.

EPIC, whose goal is to effect progressive change in American public opinion and U.S. policy toward Iraq, calls the exhibition “a rare portrait of Iraq that captures the diverse stories and ways of life of its people, apart from the war.  

“Too often,” an organization spokesperson says, “we get so caught up in numbers and moral or political arguments that we forget the everyday people living in the countries we affect as a nation.

  “It is our hope that this powerful artistic bridge between Americans and Iraqis will help to create a more complete and complex understanding of Iraq and the individuals who make up this beautiful and diverse country.”

The photographers represented in the exhibition are Gabriela Bulisova, Bob Haynes, Gerri Haynes, Ramzi Kysia, James Longley, Jane McBee and Alan Pogue, who 
have worked vigorously to introduce the people of Iraq to the people of the United States.
The well-reviewed show opened in Washington, DC in January and recently traveled to San Jose, CA; Skidmore College, Saratoga Springs, NY; the University of Michigan, Dearborn, MI, and Wayne State University, Detroit, MI.  When it leaves UB it will be shown in galleries in Syracuse, NY and Richmond, VA and in other national venues.
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In addition to its principle sponsors, the exhibition is supported here by Amnesty International Local Group 565, A.N.S.W.E.R. (Buffalo), Buffalo Club of the Communist Party, USA; Buffalo State College Students for Peace, International Action Center (Buffalo), Pax Christi WNY, UB Faculty and Staff for Peace, Western New York Peace Center, Women in Black (Buffalo) and the Workers' World Party (Buffalo).


National and international sponsors include Oxfam America, the Arab American Institute Foundation, Fellowship of Reconciliation, Pax Christi USA, Peace Action, National Council of Churches of Christ USA, the Mesopotamian Cultural Society and American Friends Service Committee.

For additional information about the exhibition, see www.FACESofIRAQ.org  See www.epic-usa.org for more information about the Education for Peace in Iraq Center and www.buffalopeacepeople.org/faces For updated information about special events during the Buffalo CEPA Gallery showing and for a complete list of sponsoring and supporting local organizations, see www.cepagallery.com. 
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