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FACES of IRAQ: a national photography exhibition opens in the CEPA Gallery, in downtown Buffalo, unveiling the hidden faces of Iraq and its people.

EVENT: This unique, timely exhibition showcases the work of seven photographers from across the U.S.  Fifty-five photographic images, taken between 1998 and 2002, depict the humanity and diversity of the Iraqi people through a compilation of large color and black-and-white prints. These photographs create a rare portrait of Iraq by capturing the diversity of stories and ways of life of its people apart from the melodrama of war.  Too often, we get so caught up in numbers and moral or political arguments that we forget the everyday people living in the countries we affect as a Nation.  It is our hope that this powerful artistic bridge between Americans and Iraqis will help to create a more complete and complex understanding of Iraq and the individuals who make up this beautiful and diverse country.

The exhibition features photographers Gabriela Bulisova, Bob Haynes, Gerri Haynes, Ramzi Kysia, James Longley, Jane McBee and Alan Pogue. 

WHERE AND WHEN:  The exhibit will be hosted in Buffalo by  CEPA Gallery, Exhibition open days/hours: Friday, May 2, Opening Reception 4-8 PM; Saturday, May 3, noon-4 PM; Monday-Friday, May 5-9, 10 AM to 5 PM with special evening events; Saturday, May 10, Closing Reception and inter-faith clergy panel discussion. 

See www.BuffaloPeacePeople.org/faces for complete details.

FEATURED  SPEAKER: William F. Marx ( Bill); Derby, NY; Volunteer Coordinator for Pax Christi WNY, Member "Christian Peacemaker Teams" who was part of 15 member delegation to Iraq, February 1 - 15; Former Manager, Member Relations Dept., Buffalo Area Chamber of Commerce; Former President, Western New York Better Business Bureau; Graduate Canisius College.

EXHIBITION BACKGROUND: The Faces of Iraq Photo Exhibition was created as an apolitical, traveling narrative of people in Iraq.  It previewed in Washington, DC on January 17, 2003 and has received excellent reviews and coverage in the Washington Post, San Jose Mercury News and other media.  Organizers hope that the exhibition will create a more complex and realistic understanding of Iraq for the U.S. public, especially given the little-understood consequences of invasion and occupation by U.S. forces. 


RELATED LINKS: See www.FACESofIRAQ.org for more information about Faces of Iraq.

See www.epic-usa.org for more information about the Education for Peace in Iraq Center.  See www.buffalopeacepeople.org/faces for more information about local events and plans for the Buffalo CEPA Gallery showing and for a complete list of sponsoring and supporting local organizations.
