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LOCAL RESIDENT JOINS PEACE MISSION TO IRAQ
Mr. William Marx, of Derby, NY, will join a team of 12 peacemakers traveling to Iraq, February 1-15, 2003.  As a Pax Christi USA part of a delegation sponsored by Christian Peacemaker Teams (CPT), he will witness against the U.S. plans for war in the region by being present with ordinary Iraqi children, women, and men in places such as schools, hospitals, and other facilities that promote day-to-day life.

“I don’t believe that U.S. bombs can make this a better or safer world,” Mr. Marx declared.  “We are willing to put ourselves in the way of those bombs because we believe that God values each Iraqi life just as much as our own.  Religious leaders from all denominations worldwide agree that the planned pre-emptive attack on Iraq would not be a just war.”

Christian Peacemaker Teams is an initiative of the Mennonites, Church of the Brethren, and Quakers with support and participation from Catholic and a number of Protestant Christian denominations.  Its mission is to reduce violence and promote the resolution of conflict through nonviolent means.

The Iraq delegation is co-sponsored by Voices in the Wilderness (VitW), who have advocated ending the U.S.-supported U.N. sanctions against Iraq and sent more than 45 delegations to the area over the past 6 years.

CPT has maintained a full-time peace presence in Hebron, West Bank since June, 1995 and in Columbia since February 2001.  In addition CPT has sent trained violence-reduction teams to Haiti, Mexico, Chechnya, Bosnia, Washington, DC, Richmond, VA and Native communities in the U.S. and Canada.

Mr. Marx, former President of the Better Business Bureau of WNY, and Manager of Member Relations for the Buffalo Area Chamber of Commerce, is available for interviews regarding this peacemaker mission by contacting 716-947-0604.
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