Gabriela Bulisova


The photographs you see in front of you represent a fraction of the numerous people I had the privilege to meet with, to engage in conversations with, or to simply pass by on the streets and markets of Baghdad and Basrah.


What you see here is a fragment of a dialogue. An excerpt from a conversation about life under sanctions and bombs. A sentence that cannot be completed because it hardly even began. It's a visual note. A voiceless remembrance, perhaps. It's a story without a plot. It's about "us" and "them". It's about our similarities, our oneness and humanity. It's about us. "WE THE PEOPLE,“ the Americans, the Iraqis, the peoples with and without voices.


Men. Women. Children. Muslims, Christians, secular, professionals, laborers, unemployed, all suffering from the devastating consequences of wars and the criminal collective punishment of the US/UN sanctions. Suffering from diseases easily preventable and curable in other countries, suffering from no access to clean water, to food, to medicine. From denied availability of dreams, hopes, aspirations, and a future. All welcoming and sharing and hospitable. All wearing a veil of suffering and sadness and humor, adhering to emotions of living for too long on the abyss of survival. These are some of the people in front of you. They told stories, they spoke to us, they asked us to take their messages back to the American people. So here are just a few of their voices, as I recorded them..

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


Born in the former Czechoslovakia, Central Europe, Gabriela moved to the United States in May 1996.
She majored in History of Art at the University of Trnava, Slovak Republic, and received BFA in Photography from Maryland Institute College of Art (MICA), Baltimore, MD, in 2002.


Gabriela believes in the power of ART & REVOLUTION, and focuses primarily on peace & justice and anti-nuclear issues. Her projects have ranged from working with visually impaired children from the Chernobyl contaminated area in the former Soviet Union, to being a part of the Gorleben International Peace Team, in Germany, and photographically observing violations of human rights, civil liberties, and the environment, during the controversial high-level nuclear waste CASTOR transports.


Gabriela traveled to Iraq in May, 2002, with a delegation organized by Gerri Haynes and the Washington State Physicians for Social Responsibility. As a member of this humanitarian delegation, Gabriela expressed solidarity with the Iraqi people, while opposing the US/UN sanctions as  inhuman and immoral, causing irreversible suffering for the Iraqi peoples. 


Most recently, Gabriela is a recipient of the prestigious Meyer Travel Fellowship, for a photo-documentary project entitled “Chernobyl: Half Lives and Half Truths”, which will take her to Ukraine, Belarus, and Russia for the 17th anniversary of the nuclear catastrophe in April, 2002. 


Gabriela is a coordinator of the “Faces of Iraq” exhibition. If you are interested in hosting or co-sponsoring this poignant project, or with any other questions/comments, please contact Gabriela Bulisova at: fotogabriela@yahoo.com .
Robert (Bob) Haynes, M.D. 



A cardiologist in private practice and member of the clinical faculty of the University of Washington, Seattle, Washington. Bob is a member of the Board of Sponsors, Washington Physicians for Social Responsibility, and has visited Iraq three times.

"I feel more comfortable now (after visiting Iraq) that I can speak more knowledgeably and forcefully about not only the conditions of the sanctions in general, but about the specific problems of the sanctions in preventing our medical colleagues in Iraq from doing their jobs."

Geraldine (Gerri) Haynes, R.N. 

A nurse with expertise as a grief counselor and hospice consultant, from Woodinville, WA, Gerri is an executive board member of Washington State Physicians for Social Responsibility. She had traveled to Iraq ten times, and also organized multiple delegations of physicians, other health care workers, peace activists and journalists.


"I see this [trip to Iraq] as an awakening more than an act of civil disobedience. We can go back to the United States and say to people that the economic sanctions on Iraq are having a horrible effect. "My hope is to bring doctors together to transcend politics -- for physicians to witness his human tragedy -- and to speak out against the medical catastrophe which has been created by the sanctions on the people of Iraq."


In her words: "The world cannot continue to support the destruction of Iraq...I believe if people learn about the effects of the sanctions, toleration for this weapon of mass destruction will end." 

Both, Bob and Gerri can be engaged directly by email at iggydog@aol.com. 

Ramzi Kysia
Arab American Activist, Analyst
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Having just returned from a full year in Iraq and throughout the Middle East, Ramzi Kysia is an informed, articulate critic of U.S. policies and their effects in the region. 

An eloquent writer whose essays have appeared in the Huston Chronicle, San Diego Tribune, Jordan Times and Common Dreams, Kysia speaks with considerable knowledge and first-hand experience in the region in the context of his own American-Lebanese background and Muslim faith. 

Since 1998, Kysia has worked with EPIC, Voices in the Wilderness and the National Network to End the War against Iraq to work to change U.S. policy toward Iraq. He is also a proficient trainer of skills for media relations, organizing and grassroots lobbying for activists. 

Prior to his year in the Middle East, Kysia worked with children and teenagers in schools and community programs in the Washington, DC area. 

He currently lives in his native Northern Virginia. 

James Longley


James Longley was born in Eugene, Oregon in 1972 and studied Film and Russian at Wesleyan University in the United States, and the Russian Institute of Cinematography (VGIK) in Moscow. 


James received the Student Academy Award from the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences for his short documentary, “Portrait of Boy with Dog,” about a boy in a Moscow orphanage. 


“Gaza Strip,” his first full-length documentary film, was produced on location during the spring of 2001.


His photographs of Baghdad and Basra were made during a trip to Iraq in October, 2002. James is currently working on a documentary film project about the situation in Iraq.


Contact James Longley: http://www.littleredbutton.com/
Jane McBee

Jane McBee is an award winning photojournalist who has spent much of the last decade photographing ordinary people in extraordinary circumstances. She has worked in Madagascar, South America, Central America, Northern Ireland, Europe, and the Middle East. 

“Nowhere in the world have I been received with so much warmth, generosity, and kindness as in Iraq”, says McBee. “Rage would have been understandable. After all, the Iraqi people have been forbidden the basic elements of ordinary life--food, medicine, and clean water. 

They’ve lost the ability to work and provide for their families. But even worse, they’ve been living in isolation. Still, they welcomed us into their lives, hungry for dialogue, telling us over and over, ‘We don’t like your government, but we love Americans’. 

“I went to Iraq knowing I would encounter suffering, deprivation, and injustice. I left Iraq knowing that I had encountered grace, heart, and courage of the first order.”  

Jane McBee Photography

25 E. Cheyenne Rd.; Colorado Springs, CO 80906 
719-473-0910 
mcbeephoto@pcisys.net 

Alan Pogue

For over thirty years, since 1968, Alan Pogue has been photographing social and political movements in Texas and around the world. The focus of Alan's work includes migrant laborers, prison conditions & criminal justice, Cuba, culture and conflict in the Middle East, and Iraq under sanctions as well as other topics centered on efforts of peace and social betterment. 

Alan began his career as a photographer while serving as a Chaplin’s assistant and combat medic in Vietnam. His photos have appeared in several national and international publications including the New York Times Magazine, The Boston Globe, The Washington Post, The L.A. Times, The Austin American Statesman, The Dallas Morning News, Kyodo News Japan, and Texas Monthly. Alan has also served as staff photographer for the Texas Observer for 29 years. 

Alan's many honors include a Dobie-Paisano fellowship and being named Austin's "Best Photographer" by the Austin Chronicle ten years running, 1990-1999. His work has been widely exhibited nationally and internationally. In 1989 Alan's National Farmworker show, sponsored by the National Center for Farmworker Health, was shown in the Cannon House office building in Washington, D.C. In 1995 Alan was invited to present his work on border issues in North America at an international conference at The Sorbonne. In 1998, at the request of C.U.R.E. (Citizens United for the Rehabilitation of Errants), and with the help of a grant from Resist, Alan produced a nationwide show on prison reform that opened in 1999 at the Washington Center for Photography. (See attached article from the December 1999 issue of Photo District News) 

Alan recently returned from Iraq where he worked with Veteran's For Peace in a campaign to repair water treatment facilities and raise international awareness of the suffering caused by U.S./U.N. sanctions. An exhibit from his ongoing work with Voices In the Wilderness is touring nationally. 

Texas Center for Documentary Photography
2104 E. Martin Luther King Blvd
Austin, Texas 78702 

e-mail:  alanpogue@mac.com   tel: (512) 478-8387    fax:  (512) 478-8387

